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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL CELEBRATION OF ST. PAT-
RICK’S CHURCH OF CLEVELAND,
OHIO

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and celebration of the Sesquicentennial
celebration of St. Patrick's Church, one of
Cleveland’s foremost Catholic congregations.
During its tenure, St. Patrick’s has served as
a foundation of faith and service for the reli-
gious community of our Ohio City neighbor-
hood, and far beyond.

Irish immigrants founded St. Patrick’s Parish
on Franklin Street in 1853. The church was
also home to the first Ursuline Community in
Cleveland. In 1871, the cornerstone for a new
church was laid on Bridge Avenue. A famine
struck that year, which halted construction.
Construction resumed, yet it was arduous and
long. For two years, parishioners journeyed to
Sandusky to obtain free quarry stone and de-
liver it back to the church site. Following six
years of toil, focus and commitment, the new
church was opened during the summer of
1877.

Since that time, St. Patrick's Church has
stood as a monument of faith, hope and sup-
port for immigrants and generations of their
descendants. Although the first wave of pa-
rishioners were mainly of Irish heritage, today,
the fabric of St. Patrick’'s reflects a colorful
blend of citizens descendant from all areas of
the world.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in tribute to and commemoration of the 150th
Anniversary of St. Patrick's Church in Cleve-
land. St. Patrick’s Church stands as more than
a stately and vital historical structure; rather,
the leaders and members of this parish, past
and present, reflect a lasting monument of
faith and hope that has sustained our families,
our neighborhoods, our cities and our nation,
for more than a century.

THE WRONG WORDS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing article to be included in the RECORD.

[From the New York Times, Jan. 30, 2003]

WHAT THE WORLD HEARS WHEN THE
PRESIDENT SPEAKS; THE WRONG WORDS
(By Abdel Monem Said)

Probably no area of the world had a keener
interest in President Bush’s address on Tues-
day night than the Middle East. And prob-
ably nowhere will there be greater dis-
appointment. People in moderate Arab
states will conclude that the president is

woefully misguided in his approach to the re-
gion’s troubles.

First, the American government seems to
have divided the Middle East into a set of
separate problems, each in its own little box:
Iraq, Iran, the Palestinians and the Israelis,
fundamentalism, terrorism. To an Arab,
these are all related issues. The United
States should concentrate on the problem
whose resolution would, ultimately, solve all
the other problems. That problem isn’t Iraqg.
In fact, tackling Iraq will worsen the situa-
tion in the Middle East. It is the Palestinian
question whose resolution has the best po-
tential for a positive impact on the region
and beyond. Unfortunately, it received only
a passing reference in the president’s speech,

Second, Arabs do not agree with the rosy
American view of an invasion of Iragq. Mr.
Bush seems to believe that the lIragi people
will look at American soldiers as liberators.
In three or four weeks Saddam Hussein and
his cronies will be toppled. In a year or so,
Irag will be a shining example of a demo-
cratic and prosperous country.

Arabs have a drastically different view.
Some lIragis will look at Americans as new
colonialists. Various lIraqi factions and eth-
nic groups will take the chance to settle old
scores. Iraq will descend into chaos. Turkey
and Iran will interfere. The fragile countries
of the eastern Mediterranean and the Gulf
will suffer. The Arab-Israeli conflict will be-
come increasingly volatile as violence and
fundamentalism cross national borders.

Third, Mr. Bush sees the war on lraq as
part of the global war against terrorism, In
the absence of clear evidence of links be-
tween Saddam Hussein and Al Qaeda, Arabs
see the Irag campaign as a deviation and dis-
traction from the real fight. Iraq, now great-
ly weakened, is incapable of threatening its
neighbors. Terrorism remains a greater
threat. By going after lIrag, the United
States is taking the easy way out: a classic
war where it can find a capital to bomb, a re-
gime to overthrow and weapons to dis-
mantle. The war on terrorism is a com-
pletely different one, with political and so-
cioeconomic dimensions that call for pa-
tience and agonizing time.

The historical bond between the United
States and the moderate Arab states and
mainstream Arabs in general contributed to
the stability of the Middle East. For half a
century, the bond worked well—to thwart
Communist expansion in the cold war, to
contain the waves of Iranian Islamic revolu-
tion and to end in 1991 Saddam Hussein’s rad-
ical and regional ambitions. Now, it seems
for the Arabs, the major force for instability
in the region is the United States itself,
which is moving militarily to Iraq, ignoring
the Arab-Israeli peace process, giving Ariel
Sharon a free hand in Israel, and insinuating
a radical program for change in the region
without building strategic understanding for
it.

———

REMEMBERING JOHN FERDINANDI,
JR.

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to remember a resident of my district

who has made an impact on me, my staff, as
well as the city of Fresno. His hame was John
Ferdinandi, Jr.

John was born in Rochester, NY, the son of
Italian Immigrants. In 1945, he and his family
moved to Fresno, CA where John attended
San Joaquin Memorial High School, Fresno
City College, and California State University,
Fresno, then known as Fresno State. He
served for four years in the Air Force and mar-
ried his wife Sally in 1952. He returned to
Fresno in 1954.

After thirty years of family and individual
business, John retired, but found retirement
wasn't his strong suit. He began a new career
as a Property Manager and worked from 1989
to 1999, where his last assignment was in
Santa Cruz, CA. John retired again in 1999,
when he and his wife, Sally, decided to return
home to Fresno where their children and fam-
ily live.

In September 1999, when a seven freight
car derailment occurred on the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe tracks near the west end of
Browning, John took up the challenge to get
those tracks moved, which had been talked
about for 83 years.

John put together a Board of Directors of
community residents, secured over 42 sup-
porting agencies, political representatives,
businesses, individuals and petitioners now to-
taling over 6,000 supporters of rail consolida-
tion. On January 14th, 2002, Fresno Mayor
Alan Autry appointed John to head up his
Mayor's Fresno Rail Consolidation Task
Force.

The Fresno County Board of Supervisors
appointed John to be the county’s representa-
tive on the Fresno County Council of Govern-
ments Rail Committee. John also was Chair-
man of the Mayor's Downtown Revitalization
3RC Committee (Research, Review & Rec-
ommendation). He was working to revitalize
Downtown Fresno.

John was a loving man who liked to help
out at church, enjoyed playing charades, loved
to sail and collect lighthouse replicas. He en-
joyed fragrant flowers and high school father-
daughter dances. Additionally, my staff and |
had the pleasure of working with John’s
granddaughter, Sadie, for four years. John
passed away of cancer on January 26, 2003.
He will be sorely missed.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to remember John
Ferdinandi and all of his efforts working on the
Fresno Area Rail Consolidation. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in remembering John
Ferdinandi.

———

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE “BABES OF 1916

SENIOR  CITIZENS  SOFTBALL
LEAGUE
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition and celebration of the Twentieth
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Anniversary of the Babes of 1916 Senior Citi-
zens Softball League, formed in 1983. | also
stand in honor of the officers of the League:
Gil Novak, Nick Gavanditti Gus Bene and
Paul Ristau, and | honor the members of the
League who remain forever young, with a
clear understanding that one is never too old
to step up to the plate.

Over the years, the League has grown from
thirty-one players to over one hundred and
fifty. Every summer, the teams in the League
play at well-attended events in ballparks
across the county. Over the past twenty years,
teams within the League have won several
local and national championships, including
their regular participation in the Senior Softball
World Series.

The League members’ sincere love and en-
thusiasm for life is clearly reflected in their
love for the game—in every calculated pitch,
in every outfield catch, in every throw to first,
and in every swing of the bat. The players
also extend their spirit and energy across our
community, as they consistently donate their
time to play for charitable and civic events.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honor, trib-
ute, and celebration of the past and present
leaders of the Babes of 1916 Senior Citizens
Softball League, for their twenty years of uplift-
ing our hearts and spirits with their great affec-
tion for America’s favorite pastime. The play-
ers and leaders of the League are the guard-
ians of the most beloved and historic game in
American history, and because of them, our
seniors have the opportunity to still experience
the joy of fielding a ground ball, hitting the
winning run, teamwork, and camaraderie. The
Babes of 1916 Senior Citizens Softball League
have given its youthful ballplayers much more
than the love of the game. They've given sen-
iors the chance to play at the ballpark, inspir-
ing cherished moments and creating memo-
ries that reach back to childhood—from the
early innings of their youth—to the bottom of
the ninth, two down, tie score, bases loaded.
Batter up.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DON
PICKINPAUGH, MEMBER OF THE
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP HEALTH
CARE DISTRICT BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Don Pickinpaugh’s years of service to
the Board of Directors of the Washington
Township Health Care District. Mr.
Pickinpaugh passed away on February 6,
2003 of heart failure at Washington Hospital.

The longest serving member of the hos-
pital's Board of Directors, Mr. Pickinpaugh was
first elected to the Board in 1976. He was
elected Board president five times during his
27-year tenure, most recently in 2002.

During his time on the Board, Mr.
Pickinpaugh provided leadership on many
projects, but most notable are his work on the
acquisition of Washington West in 1997 and
the renovation of the hospital’'s sixth floor in
2002. This renovation added more than 29
beds to the hospital's capacity.

Mr. Pickinpaugh’s interest in health care de-
veloped when he served as a Navy chief hos-
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pital corpsman. While in the Navy, he super-
vised the operations of an emergency room at
a major Naval hospital and served as a chief
laboratory and blood bank technician.

Deeply involved in the community, Mr.
Pickinpaugh was a long-time real estate
broker in the Fremont area, and was actively
involved in the Boy Scouts, Alameda County’s
Highland Hospital Citizen’s Committee, and
the Alameda County Tax Assessment Appeals
Board. He was also a reading mentor at a
Fremont Elementary School.

I send heartfelt sympathies to Don
Pickinpaugh’s family, and | join his colleagues
in mourning the loss of this true community
activist.

———

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE
WALTER J. KRASNIEWSKI

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the day after
Christmas 2002, The Honorable Walter J.
Krasniewski passed from this life at the age of
73 years. He was surrounded by his family.

Judge Krasniewski served the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court in the Northern District of Ohio
for 32 years, retiring in 1997. The author of
more than 500 legal opinions, during his ten-
ure many of his opinions established case law
for the Sixth Circuit. At his retirement before a
packed courtroom of judges, attorneys, family
and friends there to pay him tribute, Judge
Krasniewski was recognized as one of the ten
longest-serving judges in U.S. history. A dedi-
cated promoter of the noble profession of the
law, Judge Krashiewski was mentor to many
people he encouraged in the pursuit of a law
career.

Walter Krasniewski graduated from Xavier
University, then obtained his law degree from
the University of Toledo. After a time in private
practice, he was employed by the State of
Ohio as an assistant attorney. In 1963, he was
appointed by Attorney General Robert Ken-
nedy as an assistant U.S. attorney. He began
his long career as a bankruptcy court judge in
1965.

Devoted to his family, Judge Krasniewski
also paid careful attention to his community.
He was involved in many civic activities and
fraternal organizations. His thoughtful coun-
tenance was as well known to his associates
as it was to those who appeared in his court-
room. Always a gentleman, he was also a true
statesman.

Walter Krasniewski was a man committed to
family, his faith, his profession, and his coun-
try. Truly we will miss this man of vision and
integrity. Our heartfelt sympathy to his wife of
45 years, Mary Lou, his children Linda, Leslie,
Laurie, and Lawrence, his brothers John and
William, his grandchildren and great grand-
children.
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RECOGNIZING THE 92ND BIRTHDAY
OF RONALD REAGAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor President Ronald Reagan on
his 92nd Birthday. He is a great man and was
a wonderful president. President Reagan stim-
ulated economic growth, curbed inflation, in-
creased employment, and strengthened our
national defense. He cut taxes and govern-
ment expenditures. It was during his term in
office as President, the United States enjoyed
its longest recorded period of peacetime pros-
perity without recession or depression. Presi-
dent Reagan sought to increase defense
spending, but also wanted to improve relations
with the Soviet Union.

Overall, the Reagan years saw a restoration
of prosperity, and the goal of peace through
strength seemed to be within grasp.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor President
Reagan and wish him a Happy 92nd Birthday.
| urge my colleagues to join me in wishing
President Reagan more years of good health.

———

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
EDWARD E. KOTECKI, JR.

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Edward E.
Kotecki, Jr., beloved father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, brother and friend to many.

As the retired CEO of century-old Kotecki
Monuments of Cleveland, a company founded
in 1896 by his grandfather, Mr. Kotecki com-
bined his sharp business abilities with his
great artistic talents to create exquisite, criti-
cally acclaimed shrines and sculptures dis-

played in churches, religious centers and
cemeteries in Cleveland, and around the
world.

With a commitment to the highest level of
artistry, Mr. Kotecki traveled in search of the
finest master sculptors. His search took him to
Italy, Poland and Romania, and he personally
sponsored each artist during their stay in the
United States. Additionally, Mr. Kotecki blazed
the trail for a new process of creating sculp-
tures. From his European counterparts, Mr.
Kotecki introduced to America a sculpting ma-
chine that created three-dimensional sculp-
tures in a fraction of the time it would normally
take.

During his tenure, Kotecki Monuments cre-
ated a symphony of granite along the terrace
of the Cleveland Museum of Art; assisted in
the polishing of the Hubble Telescope; and
worked alongside Cleveland steel mills in fab-
ricating granite skid caps. Moreover, Mr.
Kotecki consistently displayed a generous
spirit and kind heart. He directed the Cleve-
land Police Officers Peace Memorial, and had
the names of fallen officers inscribed at no
charge to families. Additionally, Mr. Kotecki
regularly donated labor and materials for the
restoration of damaged Cleveland cemetery
monuments.
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Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and remembrance of Edward E.
Kotecki, Jr.—business leader, beloved father,
grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, and
friend and mentor to many. Although Mr.
Kotecki will be deeply missed, his vision, life
and legacy will live on forever, like the granite
angel whose wings rise forever against the
Cleveland sky.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFE
NURSING AND PATIENT CARE ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Safe Nursing and Patient Act of 2003 with
Rep. STEVEN LATOURETTE and more than 40
of our colleagues. Assuring quality medical
care and addressing our nursing shortage
should not divide us on partisan lines. That's
why I'm especially pleased that the bill we're
introducing today has support from Democrats
and Republicans alike. Senator KENNEDY is in-
troducing the companion legislation in the
Senate.

There are some 500,000 trained nurses in
this country who are not working in their pro-
fession. Of course, their reasons for leaving
nursing are many. But nurses consistently cite
their concerns about the quality of care they
feel they are able to provide in many health
care settings today. Nurses are also greatly
concerned about being forced to work manda-
tory overtime.

Listen to these words of a nurse in the state
of Washington:

I have been a nurse for six years and most
of the time | have worked in the hospital en-
vironment. It is difficult to tell you how ter-
rible it is to “‘work scared’” all the time. A
mistake that | might make could easily cost
someone their life and ruin mine. Every
night at work we routinely ‘‘face the clock.”
All of us do without lunch and breaks and
work overtime, often without pay, to ensure
continuity of care for our patients. Yet, we
are constantly asked to do more. It has be-
come the norm for us to have patient assign-
ments two and a half times greater than the
staffing guidelines established by the hos-
pital itself. | cannot continue to participate
in this unsafe and irresponsible practice. So
I am leaving, not because | don’t love being
a nurse, but because hospitals are not safe
places: not for patients and not for nurses.

While stories like this are telling, we also
have research to back up the concern. A re-
cent study published in JAMA (October 23/30,
2002) proves what nurses have been telling
us—that working too many hours while caring
for too many patients leads to increased pa-
tient deaths and increased job dissatisfaction.
The study found that the risk of death to a pa-
tient who has undergone surgery increases by
7 percent for each patient over four in a
nurse’s workload. It also found that patients in
hospitals with the lowest nurse staffing levels
(eight patients per nurse) have a 31% greater
chance of dying than those patients in hos-
pitals with four patients per nurse.

Studies also point to overtime issues as rea-
sons for the nursing shortage. For example, a
2001 report by the General Accounting Office,
Nursing Workforce: Emerging Nurse Short-
ages Due to Multiple Factors, concluded: [T]he
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current high levels of job dissatisfaction
among nurses may also play a crucial role in
determining the extent of current and future
nurse shortages. Efforts undertaken to im-
prove the workplace environment may both re-
duce the likelihood of nurses leaving the field
and encourage more young people to enter
the nursing profession. . . .

We have the voices of nurses and the re-
search evidence to prove that the practice of
requiring nurses to work beyond the point they
believe is safe is jeopardizing the quality of
care patients receive. It is also contributing to
the growing nurse shortage. Current projec-
tions are that the nurse workforce in 2020 will
have fallen 20 percent below the level nec-
essary to meet demand.

We have existing government standards
that limit the hours that pilots, flight attendants,
truck drivers, railroad engineers and other pro-
fessions can safely work before consumer
safety is endangered. However, no similar lim-
itation currently exists for our nation’s nurses
who are caring for us at often the most vulner-
able times in our lives.

The Safe Nursing and Patient Care Act
would change that. It would set strict, new fed-
eral limits on the ability of health facilities to
require mandatory overtime from nurses.
Nurses would be allowed to continue to volun-
teer for overtime if and when they feel they
can continue to provide safe, quality care. But,
forced mandatory overtime would only be al-
lowed when an official state of emergency was
declared by federal, state or local government.
These limits would be part of Medicare’s pro-
vider agreements. They would not apply to
nursing homes since alternative staffing and
quality measures are already moving forward
for those facilities.

To assure compliance, the bill provides HHS
with the authority to investigate complaints
from nurses about violations. It also grants
HHS the power to issue civil monetary pen-
alties of up to $10,000 for violations of the act
and to increase those fines for patterns of vio-
lations.

Providers would be required to post notices
explaining these new rights and to post nurse
schedules in prominent workplace locations.
Nurses would also obtain anti-discrimination
protections against employers who continued
to force work hours for nurses beyond what a
nurse believes is safe for quality care. Pro-
viders found to have violated the law would be
posted on Medicare’s website.

This legislation is not the final solution. | be-
lieve that standards must be developed to de-
fine timeframes for safe nursing care within
the wide variety of health settings (whether
such overtime is mandatory or voluntary). That
is why the legislation also requires the Agency
on Healthcare Research and Quality to report
back to Congress with recommendations for
developing overall standards to protect patient
safety in nursing care.

| know that our nation’s hospital trade asso-
ciations will claim that my solution misses the
mark because it is precisely the lack of nurses
in the profession today that is necessitating
their need to require mandatory overtime. Let
me respond directly. Mandatory overtime is
dangerous for patients plain and simple. It is
also a driving force for nurses leaving the pro-
fession. These twin realities make mandatory
overtime a dangerous short-term gamble at
best. We should join together to end the prac-
tice.
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This bill takes the first step to address the
problem by strictly limiting the ability of pro-
viders to force nurses to work beyond their
professional opinion of what is safe for fear of
losing their jobs. This is a very real problem
facing the nursing profession and that is why
my bill is endorsed by the American Nurses
Association, AFSCME, AFT, SEIU, AFGE,
UAW, and the AFL-ClO—organizations that
speak for America’s nearly 3 million nurses.

Again, my bill is not the sole solution. | sup-
ported the Nurse Reinvestment Act, which
was passed by Congress and signed into law
last year. That legislation authorizes new fed-
eral investment and initiatives to increase the
number of people pursuing a nursing edu-
cation. Such efforts will help in the future, but
it will be years before that law’s impact is felt
in our medical system. And, it will take even
longer if the President and Republicans in
Congress continue to withhold the funding
necessary for the act to be implemented.

We need to help now. We must take steps
to improve the nursing profession immediately
so that today’s nurses will remain in the field
to care for those of us who need such care
before new nurses can be trained. We also
need today’s nurses to be there as mentors
for the nurses of tomorrow.

Mandatory nurse overtime is a very real
quality of care issue for our health system and
| look forward to working with my colleagues
to enact the Safe Nursing and Patient Care
Act. It will start us down the right path toward
protecting patients and encouraging people to
remain in—and enter—the nursing profession.

STATE OF THE UNION

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing article to be included in the RECORD:

[From the New York Times, Jan. 30, 2003]

WHAT THE WORLD HEARS WHEN THE
PRESIDENT SPEAKS; CALMING FEARS
(By Bill Emmott)

Before President Bush’s State of the Union
address, worry about war and suspicion of
America were the prevailing views in the
outside world. After his address, worry and
suspicion still prevail. But there is now hope
that the suspicion, at least, could soon ease.

Don’t misunderstand. | have long sup-
ported America’s effort to enforce the United
Nations resolutions calling on Saddam Hus-
sein to disarm, and have felt that only under
an ever-nearing threat of war was there any
chance that this might be achieved, peace-
fully or otherwise. Few of my fellow Euro-
peans (and surprisingly few Britons) have
felt the same. Every time they have seen Mr.
Bush speaking informally about this issue,
their fears and suspicions have grown. How-
ever, every time they have seen him make a
big, formal speech (as at the United Nations
in September and before Congress on Tues-
day) they have felt reassured.

This time, the reassurance did not come
from his deliberately reassuring gestures,
such as the promise to put up $15 billion to
combat H.I.V. and AIDS in Africa and the
Caribbean or the $1.2 billion for research into
pollution-free cars. It came from his an-
nouncement that on Feb. 5 Secretary of
State Colin Powell would reveal evidence of
Irag’s weapons concealment to the Security
Council.
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It was reassuring because it suggests that
some proof exists. Admittedly, the lust for
evidence represents a sort of mass self-delu-
sion, a belief that somehow the 1990’s didn’t
happen and that no weapons programs were
found then. It also represents topsy-turvy
thinking: that the burden of proof is on Mr.
Bush, not Saddam Hussein. Still, such think-
ing is a reality that the White House needs
to face.

Such evidence is not needed on technical,
moral or legal grounds. But it is needed to
secure a broad coalition, which in turn is
highly desirable if the risks of war—and an
unstable aftermath of war—are to be re-
duced. At least from this vantage point in
London, the recent opposition to war heard
from France and Russia looks shallow. Some
credible, publicly usable evidence is all that
is needed for them to be able to back a sec-
ond United Nations resolution and even to
offer military support.

Following President Bush’s address, there-
fore, an extremely favorable situation looks
to be within America’s grasp—a broad coali-
tion and a second resolution, both just at the
time when the military buildup is reaching
its peak. Saddam Hussein, no doubt, will
have fresh delaying tactics up his sleeve,
such as apparent, partial admissions or con-
cessions about weapons programs with which
he will hope to sow new divisions and confu-
sion. The wider the coalition against him,
and the shorter the time he has available,
the lower will be his chances of success.

The president’s speech brought that
prospect closer. Now Colin Powell must
clinch it.

———

THE LITHUANIAN-AMERICAN COM-
MUNITY CLEVELAND CHAPTER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Lithuanian American Community
Cleveland Chapter and their celebration of the
85th Anniversary of the Restoration of Lithua-
nia’s Independence, which will take place on
Sunday, February 16, 2003 at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help auditorium.

The Lithuanian American Community has
focused on the celebration of Lithuanian herit-
age and providing educational, cultural, and
social services to its members. The many
events it sponsors such as folk dances, art
and science symposiums, and theater fes-
tivals, are always open to the public in an ef-
fort to share Lithuania’s rich culture with oth-
ers. The Lithuanian American Community has
done an excellent job of supporting cultural
interaction between the United States and
Lithuania and looks forward to further integra-
tion in the West.

| would like to take this opportunity to honor
and thank the leaders and members of the
Lithuanian American Community of Cleveland
for organizing these wonderful festivities, and
for sharing their rich culture with all Cleve-
landers.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the Lithuanian American Community Cleve-
land Chapter, a wonderful organization that
has provided support for Lithuanian Ameri-
cans, and enriched Cleveland with the con-
tribution of their culture and heritage. May
Sunday’s celebration of the Restoration of
Lithuania's Independence be a wonderful re-
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minder of Cleveland’s richly diverse commu-
nity, and a joyous occasion for all whom at-
tend.

———

SPEECH BY GENERAL JAMES L.
JONES

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to pay tribute to General James L.
Jones who recently became the first Marine to
assume command of the United States Euro-
pean Command, EUCOM. General Jones as-
sumed command of EUCOM in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, on January 16, 2003. Also, in a change
of command ceremony held on January 17,
2003, in Mons, Belgium, General Jones be-
came NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander,
Europe. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to share with
the Members of the House the speech Gen-
eral Jones presented as he stepped into the
command at EUCOM.

EUCOM COC REMARKS

Ambassador Coats, Members of Congress,
Secretary Wolfowitz, General and Mrs.
Myers, General and Mrs. Ralston, General
and Mrs. Wald, State Secretary Bohmler,
Lord Mayor Doctor Schuster, Professor Doc-
tor Rommel, Distinguished Guests, Ladies
and Gentlemen, Men and Women in Uniform,
and Friends and Families: It is truly wonder-
ful to be in Stuttgart again! Having been
raised in Europe, and having served in this
command from 1992-94, | have grown to ap-
preciate the privilege and warmth of German
hospitality—thank you one and all for wel-
coming us back and for making this a truly
special occasion for Diane and me.

Men and women in uniform have the honor
of serving our respective nations . . . and for
Americans here present, it is a special re-
sponsibility to be able to serve our country
overseas. America is fortunate to be a Na-
tion of influence . . . the record of history
will reveal it to be an influence for the great-
er good of freedom-loving people for stability
and for the cause of peace in the world.

Nonetheless, we live in dangerous times

. . there are some in this world who would
threaten our common ideals and our goals.
They follow an ideology of illicit trade, ille-
gal drugs, assassination, and global ter-
rorism. They are, today, the cause of much
of the suffering in the world, and so . . . itis
morally right that those who love freedom

. and are willing to defend it . . . pursue
them into every dark corner of the world
from which they plot and ply their trade.

We must, and will, remain vigilant and
steadfast . . . victory in this global war will
not come quickly . . . nor will we achieve it
alone. It will take men and women of great
character and courage to prevail in these de-
manding times—men and women such as
those assembled here today . . . the men and
women of the U.S. European Command work-
ing towards our common objectives in part-
nership with our friends and allies.

More than courage and character, qualities
of principled leadership will remain vitally
important. Fortunately for all of us, we have
all benefited first hand from the extraor-
dinary leadership of General and Mrs. Ral-
ston over the past two and one-half years.

Joe and Dede, thank you both for your
years of service to our Nation and to freedom
loving people everywhere . . . for your caring
advice and warm friendship . . . for your ex-
traordinary generosity and thoughtfulness in

February 13, 2003

making this transition so effective and en-
joyable . . . Diane and | wish you every hap-
piness as you move into the next phase of
your lives and as you go north to Alaska.

Men and women of the U.S. European Com-
mand, | am extremely humbled and proud to
serve with you. Many challenges remain. We
will not lack for important things to do.
Where there is great challenge, there is great
opportunity for those with the will and the
courage to seize the moment. Now is such a
moment.

The war on terrorism, changes to the uni-
fied command plan, and ongoing operations
will all complete for our time and our re-
sources . . . and we must also ensure that
the quality of life provided to our families
receives proper attention as well, for they
play a critical role in the readiness of our
force.

Diane and | look forward to working with
you and your families . . . to continue to im-
prove the spirit of security and cooperation
we have worked so hard to build. To our Ger-
man hosts, thank you for your warm hospi-
tality and support ... and to all of you
present here today, thank you for making
this event such a memorable one for both
Diane and me.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES OF
THE HOUSE TO THE FAMILIES
OF THE CREW OF THE SPACE
SHUTTLE *“COLUMBIA”

SPEECH OF

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, today | join my
many colleagues in mourning the loss of the
seven courageous men and women on board
the space shuttle Columbia. This is indeed a
tragic loss, for the families of these seven as-
tronauts, and for our Nation. These men and
women committed their lives to the pursuit of
knowledge and, in that pursuit, they made the
ultimate sacrifice. For their courage and self-
sacrifice they will be forever remembered as
heroes.

While the Columbia tragedy demonstrated
the risks involved in manned space travel, it
also reminds us that NASA has had an excel-
lent performance record over the past four
decades. The courageous and talented men
and women of NASA have made discoveries
in space that have profoundly improved our
lives on earth. Our exploration of space, our
pursuit of knowledge must go on. As the fami-
lies of the Columbia seven have stated, we
cannot look back, we must press forward with
our exploration of new territories.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to be here
today, remembering these fallen heroes. | am
grateful for the resolve of our astronauts, our
President, and Americans everywhere to re-
member the past while looking to the future. |
urge my colleagues to unequivocally support
this resolution.

LATIN AMERICA
HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing article to be included in the RECORD:
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[From the New York Times, Jan. 30, 2003]

WHAT THE WORLD HEARS WHEN THE
PRESIDENT SPEAKS; REMEMBER US?

(By Enrique Krauze)

Focused on its enemies, the Bush adminis-
tration has forgotten its friends. Only one
world region went entirely unmentioned in
the State of the Union speech: Latin Amer-
ica. In another, far distant age—five days be-
fore terror struck New York and Wash-
ington—President Bush pledged a new alli-
ance with President Vicente Fox of Mexico,
on the grounds that a strong Mexico makes
for a stronger United States. After 9/11, how-
ever, everything changed.

All of Latin America now seems aware
that the United States has returned to an es-
sentially reactive diplomacy that seems to
come to life only when there are missiles
pointing at its shores, Marxist guerrillas in
the jungles, or revolutionary governments in
the old banana republics. This is unfortunate
because Latin America (with the exception
of Cuba) has for a decade been abandoning its
old grievances, drawing closer to the United
States, opting for democracy and rejecting
militarism, statism and Marxism. What is
needed to make Washington take this Coper-
nican shift seriously and support it in tan-
gible ways? Maybe what is needed is for the
miracle to end. And it may indeed end, if, in
the face of American neglect, Latin Ameri-
cans turn toward the biggest specter of the
past: populism, the age-old temptation to
put power in the hands of a heaven-sent
strongman—yesterday in Alberto Fujimori’s
Peru, today in Hugo Chavez’s Venezuela, and
tomorrow perhaps in a charismatic Mexican
politician.

Unfortunately, populist sentiment has
been reinforced by Washington’s mistakes. It
lost democratic credibility by not con-
demning the coup against the populist but
democratically elected Mr. Chavez. There
was the scolding of Brazil and Argentina by
Paul H. O’Neill, the former Treasury sec-
retary, which sent their currencies tumbling.
And there is the supreme shortsightedness of
the economic blockade of Cuba.

More worrisome still is the administra-
tion’s attitude toward its neighbor. The
shelving of the 2001 immigration agreement
was a mistake that has been compounded by
new subsidies for American farmers, which
fly in the face of the reforms required of
Mexican agriculture under Nafta. Mexico’s
rural regions are its most sensitive. It was
peasants who fought the Mexican Revolution
90 years ago, and it is from rural Mexico that
the next explosion would likely come.

| agree with Mr. Bush that if Saddam Hus-
sein is not evil ‘““then evil has no meaning.”
But to combat evil, one must find strength
in friendship. In dealing with the south,
George W. Bush should try a different doc-
trine: pre-emptive cooperation.

———

IN HONOR OF CUYAHOGA HEIGHTS
POLICE CHIEF RICHARD W. UNGER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to today
in honor and recognition of Police Chief Rich-
ard W. Unger, upon the occasion of his recent
retirement from the Cuyahoga Heights Police
Department, after twenty-seven years of dedi-
cation to the force and honor of the badge.
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Chief Unger grew up in Cuyahoga Heights,
and committed his entire law enforcement ca-
reer to protecting the safety of the residents of
his hometown. He joined the Cuyahoga
Heights police department in 1976. Within ten
years, Chief Unger was promoted to Lieuten-
ant, then Captain. During that time, he also
served as the Juvenile Officer, and was one of
the original members of the Cuyahoga Valley
SWAT team.

In 1992, at the youthful age of thirty-nine,
Mr. Unger was promoted to the position of Po-
lice Chief. Chief Unger’s total dedication to his
profession was also reflected in his pursuit of
additional law enforcement education and
training. Throughout his law enforcement ten-
ure, Chief Unger regularly attended work-
shops, classes and seminars to bolster his ex-
perience and knowledge. In addition, Chief
Unger has been a member of many safety
force commissions and boards, and has been
awarded numerous awards and commenda-
tions for his exceptional work.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and celebration of Cuyahoga Heights
Police Chief Richard W. Unger, as we reflect
on the past twenty-seven years of his signifi-
cant service to the citizens of Cuyahoga
Heights. Chief Unger's easy-going nature, in-
tegrity, expertise, and focus on protecting his
constituents in Cuyahoga Heights have all
served to raise the grade safety operations in
Cuyahoga Heights to an exceptional level.
Chief Unger has been an outstanding role
model for his four children, grandchildren, and
for every resident of Cuyahoga Heights. Chief
Unger’'s exceptional service, focused on the
welfare and safety of families and individuals,
is truly significant and worthy of our gratitude
and recognition. We wish Chief Unger, his
wife Katherine, and his entire family many
blessings and great happiness in his retire-
ment. We also wish him many wonderful
cloudless summer days of smooth sailing and
great fishing along the waves of Lake Erie—
Port outboard, Starboard home.

————

HONORING THE OHIO WESLEYAN

UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S SOCCER
TEAM’S SECOND NCAA CHAM-
PIONSHIP TITLE

HON. DAVID L. HOBSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Ohio Wesleyan University
Battling Bishops Women’s Soccer Team, who
have won their second consecutive National
Collegiate Athletic Association Division I
Championship title.

Coach Bob Barnes led the Battling Bishops
to a win over Messiah College in the NCAA
Division Il championship game on November
30, 2002 in Geneva, N.Y. on the campus of
Hobart and William Smith Colleges. This game
concluded a remarkable 24 and O season that
saw veteran and freshman players make posi-
tive contributions and grow as student ath-
letes.

The national titte makes the Bishops the first
team to repeat as NCAA Division Il cham-
pions since the University of California at San
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Diego in 1995-97. The win also extended the
Battling Bishops’ NCAA Division llI-record win-
ning streak to 45 straight games. The shutout
was Ohio Wesleyan's 20th of the season.

Coach Barnes has built a successful team
while upholding the school’s strong tradition of
requiring success in the classroom as well as
on the playing fields. His leadership has paid
off and the Battling Bishops have back-to-back
championships to show for it and memories of
this winning season for a lifetime.

The National Soccer Coaches Association
of America and Adidas have also named
Coach Barnes the NCAA Division Il Coach of
the Year. This is also the second straight
NSCAA Coach of the Year honor for Barnes,
who is a 1989 Ohio Wesleyan graduate.

The 2002 OWU Women’s Soccer Team is
as follows: Freshmen—Louise Cooley, Alicia
Grambeau, Hillary Hughes, Kelsey
McDonough, Sara Vogel, Sarah Wall, Melanie
Yoder. Sophomores—Stefanie Fluke, Toni
Frissora, Deborah Lochner, Kahrman
McKenzie, Jill Taylor, Carrie Williams, Jennifer
Wise, Kelsey Wright. Juniors—Casey Dobbins,
Erika Howland, Krista Pouliot, Liz Sheehan,
Tiffany Soggs, Akeya Terrell, Amy Work. Sen-
iors—Emily Bayer, Lindsey Bland, Bre Cady,
Mindy Hammond, Jamie Jenkins.

As a proud graduate of Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity, | offer my sincere congratulations to
the Battling Bishops and hope that | will have
the opportunity to give similar remarks next
year at the conclusion of the 2003 season.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 92ND BIRTHDAY
OF RONALD REAGAN

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN KLINE

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, twenty-two years
ago, as a young major of Marines, | had the
high honor of serving President Reagan as his
military aide. On inauguration day in 1981, this
great man started immediately to improve the
morale and pride of the armed forces. He had
real admiration and respect for Americans in
uniform, and real concerns about the status of
our military forces in that troubling decade fol-
lowing the war in Vietham. It seems impos-
sible now, but in those years we were not per-
mitted to wear the military uniform, unless by
exception, in our nation’s capital—a sad indi-
cator of the state to which pride and con-
fidence had fallen.

During his first inaugural parade, President
Reagan told each of the service chiefs that it
was time for a change. He told them he want-
ed to see more uniforms on the street. He
knew that this change of direction and attitude
was important not only to those wearing the
uniforms, but to all Americans. The time of
shame and remorse was over. We owe a
great debt to this great man for many, many
reasons. But, perhaps the first reason is his
remarkable transformation of our armed
forces.

Thank you, Mr. President and Happy Birth-
day!
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BEYOND VIETNAM LIES [IRAQ:
SHARED SACRIFICE IN THE
WORDS OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is imperative
that this year as we celebrate Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King's birthday and Black History Month,
that Dr. Martin Luther King be remembered
not only for his involvement in the civil rights
movement, but also for his quest to achieve
peace and justice for all by speaking out
against war. On April 4, 1967, Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King gave a speech entitled “Beyond
Vietnam.” In this speech, Dr. King spoke out
against the Vietnam war, and more impor-
tantly, spoke of the need to wage peace, not
war.

In the weeks that President Bush and his
administration have been leading this country
to war against Iraqg, | have found myself going
through many of the same motions of a man
who opposed a war more than thirty years
ago. | began by voting against the Congres-
sional Resolution that gave President Bush
the authority to carry out this war, and have
most recently pushed for Americans to more
carefully consider the costs of going to war
without just cause by introducing a bill that
would reinstate the draft. My push to reinstate
the draft was meant to first, show my opposi-
tion to a unilateral preemptive strike against
Irag and second, to insure that if America
does go to war, that an equitable representa-
tion of all classes of Americans are making
the sacrifice for our great country.

In being reintroduced to Dr. King's speech,
| found that, while he was attempting to end
a war, his goals in giving the “Beyond Viet-
nam” speech were similar to my own, in that
he wanted the persons being called upon to
fight the war to realize that the war they were
fighting was serving the needs of persons that
were not interested in serving their needs. As
have |, Dr. King recognized that the poor were
disproportionately shouldering the burden of a
war. Dr. King described the war as a “cruel
manipulation of the poor” and an “enemy of
the poor” that was “sending their sons and
their brothers and their husbands to fight and
to die in extraordinarily high proportions rel-
ative to the rest of the population.”

The recognition that the sacrifices being
made for this country were (and continue to)
not be shared was only one of a number of re-
alizations Dr. King made in regards to the
Vietham War. As many of the insights he
made then continue to be relevant in our jour-
ney down the warpath to Iraq, | invite you to
read these excerpts from a speech delivered
on April 4, 1967, at a meeting of Clergy and
Laity Concerned at Riverside Church in New
York City and consider the words of Dr. Martin
Luther King.

BEYOND VIETNAM: A TIME TO BREAK SILENCE

I come to this magnificent house of wor-
ship tonight because my conscience leaves
me no other choice. [. . .] The recent state-
ment of your executive committee are the
sentiments of my own heart and | found my-
self in full accord when | read its opening
lines: ““A time comes when silence is be-
trayal.” That time has come for us in rela-
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tion to Vietnam. [. . .] | come to this plat-
form tonight to make a passionate plea to
my beloved nation. [. . .] Tonight, however, |
wish not to speak with Hanoi and the NLF,
but rather to my fellow Americans, who,
with me, bear the greatest responsibility in
ending a conflict that has exacted a heavy
price on both continents.

Since | am a preacher by trade, | suppose
it is not surprising that | have seven major
reasons for bringing Vietnam into the field
of my moral vision. There is at the outset a
very obvious and almost facile connection
between the war in Vietnam and the struggle
1, and others, have been waging in America.
A few years ago there was a shining moment
in that struggle. It seemed as if there was a
real promise of hope for the poor—both black
and white—through the poverty program.
There were experiments, hopes, new begin-
nings. Then came the buildup in Vietnam
and | watched the program broken and evis-
cerated as if it were some idle political play-
thing of a society gone mad on war, and |
knew that America would never invest the
necessary funds or energies in rehabilitation
of its poor so long as adventures like Viet-
nam continued to draw men and skills and
money like some demonic destructive suc-
tion tube. So | was increasingly compelled to
see the war as an enemy of the poor and to
attack it as such.

Perhaps the more tragic recognition of re-
ality took place when it became clear to me
that the war was doing far more than dev-
astating the hopes of the poor at home. It
was sending their sons and their brothers
and their husbands to fight and to die in ex-
traordinarily high proportions relative to
the rest of the population. We were taking
the black young men who had been crippled
by our society and sending them eight thou-
sand miles away to guarantee liberties in
Southeast Asia which they had not found in
southwest Georgia and East Harlem. So we
have been repeatedly faced with the cruel
irony of watching Negro and white boys on
TV screens as they kill and die together for
a nation that has been unable to seat them
together in the same schools. So we watch
them in brutal solidarity burning the huts of
a poor village, but we realize that they
would never live on the same block in De-
troit. | could not be silent in the face of such
cruel manipulation of the poor.

My third reason moves to an even deeper
level of awareness, for it grows out of my ex-
perience in the ghettoes of the North over
the last three years—especially the last
three summers. As | have walked among the
desperate, rejected and angry young men |
have told them that Molotov cocktails and
rifles would not solve their problems. | have
tried to offer them my deepest compassion
while maintaining my conviction that social
change comes most meaningfully through
nonviolent action. But they asked—and
rightly so—what about Vietnam? They asked
if our own nation wasn’t using massive doses
of violence to solve its problems, to bring
about the changes it wanted. Their questions
hit home, and | knew that | could never
again raise my voice against the violence of
the oppressed in the ghettos without having
first spoken clearly to the greatest purveyor
of violence in the world today—my own gov-
ernment. For the sake of those boys, for the
sake of this government, for the sake of hun-
dreds of thousands trembling under our vio-
lence, | cannot be silent. [. . .]

Now, it should be incandescently clear that
no one who has any concern for the integrity
and life of America today can ignore the
present war. If America’s soul becomes to-
tally poisoned, part of the autopsy must read
Vietnam. It can never be saved so long as it
destroys the deepest hopes of men the world
over. So it is that those of us who are yet de-
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termined that America will be are led down
the path of protest and dissent, working for
the health of our land. [. . .]

And as | ponder the madness of Vietnam
and search within myself for ways to under-
stand and respond to compassion my mind
goes constantly to the people of that penin-
sula. | speak now not of the soldiers of each
side, not of the junta in Saigon, but simply
of the people who have been living under the
curse of war for almost three continuous dec-
ades now. | think of them too because it is
clear to me that there will be no meaningful
solution there until some attempt is made to
know them and hear their broken cries. They
must see Americans as strange liberators.

|

After the French were defeated it looked as
if independence and land reform would come
again through the Geneva agreements. But
instead there came the United States, deter-
mined that Ho should not unify the tempo-
rarily divided nation, and the peasants
watched again as we supported one of the
most vicious modem dictators—our chosen
man, Premier Diem. The peasants watched
and cringed as Diem ruthlessly routed out
all opposition, supported their extortionist
landlords and refused even to discuss reunifi-
cation with the north. The peasants watched
as all this was presided over by U.S. influ-
ence and then by increasing numbers of U.S.
troops who came to help quell the insur-
gency that Diem’s methods had aroused.
When Diem was overthrown they may have
been happy, but the long line of military dic-
tatorships seemed to offer no real change—
especially in terms of their need for land and
peace.

The only change came from America as we
increased our troop commitments in support
of governments which were singularly cor-
rupt, inept and without popular support. All
the while the people read our leaflets and re-
ceived regular promises of peace and democ-
racy—and land reform. Now they languish
under our bombs and consider us—not their
fellow Vietnamese—the real enemy. They
move sadly and apathetically as we herd
them off the land of their fathers into con-
centration camps where minimal social
needs are rarely met. They know they must
move or be destroyed by our bombs. So they
go—primarily women and children and the
aged. [. . .] They wander into the hospitals,
with at least twenty casualties from Amer-
ican firepower for one ‘“Vietcong’-inflicted
injury. So far we may have killed a million
of them—mostly children. They see the chil-
dren, degraded by our soldiers as they beg for
food. They see the children selling their sis-
ters to our soldiers, soliciting for their
mothers.

What do the peasants think as we ally our-
selves with the landlords and as we refuse to
put any action into our many words con-
cerning land reform? What do they think as
we test our latest weapons on them, just as
the Germans tested out new medicine and
new tortures in the concentration camps of
Europe? Where are the roots of the inde-
pendent Vietnam we claim to be building? Is
it among these voiceless ones?

We have destroyed their two most cher-
ished institutions: the family and the vil-
lage. We have destroyed their land and their
crops. [. . .] Now there is little left to build
on—save bitterness. Soon the only solid
physical foundations remaining will be found
at our military bases and in the concrete of
the concentration camps we call fortified
hamlets. The peasants may well wonder if we
plan to build our new Vietnam on such
grounds as these? Could we blame them for
such thoughts? We must speak for them and
raise the questions they cannot raise. These
too are our brothers. [. . .] They question
our political goals and they deny the reality
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of a peace settlement from which they will
be excluded. Their questions are frighten-
ingly relevant. Is our nation planning to
build on political myth again and then shore
it up with the power of new violence?

Here is the true meaning and value of com-
passion and nonviolence when it helps us to
see the enemy’s point of view, to hear his
questions, to know his assessment of our-
selves. For from his view we may indeed see
the basic weaknesses of our own condition,
and if we are mature, we may learn and grow
and profit from the wisdom of the brothers
who are called the opposition. [. . .]

At this point | should make it clear that
while I have tried in these last few minutes
to give a voice to the voiceless on Vietnam
and to understand the arguments of those
who are called enemy, | am as deeply con-
cerned about our troops there as anything
else. For it occurs to me that what we are
submitting them to in Vietnam is not simply
the brutalizing process that goes on in any
war where armies face each other and seek
to destroy. We are adding cynicism to the
process of death, for they must know after a
short period there that none of the things we
claim to be fighting for are really involved.
Before long they must know that their gov-
ernment has sent them into a struggle
among Vietnamese, and the more sophisti-
cated surely realize that we are on the side
of the wealthy and the secure while we cre-
ate hell for the poor. [. . .]

This is the message of the great Buddhist
leaders of Vietnam. Recently one of them
wrote these words: ‘““Each day the war goes
on the hatred increases in the heart of the
Vietnamese and in the hearts of those of hu-
manitarian instinct. The Americans are forc-
ing even their friends into becoming their
enemies. It is curious that the Americans,
who calculate so carefully on the possibili-
ties of military victory, do not realize that
in the process they are incurring deep psy-
chological and political defeat. The image of
America will never again be the image of
revolution, freedom and democracy, but the
image of violence and militarism.”

If we continue, there will be no doubt in
my mind and in the mind of the world that
we have no honorable intentions in Vietnam.
[. . .] The world now demands a maturity of
America that we may not be able to achieve.
It demands that we admit that we have been
wrong from the beginning of our adventure
in Vietnam, that we have been detrimental
to the life of the Vietnamese people. The sit-
uation is one in which we must be ready to
turn sharply from our present ways.

[. . .] I would like to suggest five concrete
things that our government should do imme-
diately to begin the long and difficult proc-
ess of extricating ourselves from this night-
marish conflict: (1) End all bombing in North
and South Vietnam; (2) Declare a unilateral
cease-fire in the hope that such action will
create the atmosphere for negotiation; (3)
Take immediate steps to prevent other bat-
tlegrounds in Southeast Asia by curtailing
our military buildup in Thailand and our in-
terference in Laos; (4) Realistically accept
the fact that the National Liberation Front
has substantial support in South Vietnam
and must thereby play a role in any mean-
ingful negotiations and in any future Viet-
nam government; (5) Set a date that we will
remove all foreign troops from Vietnam in
accordance with the 1954 Geneva agreement.

Me]anwhile we in the churches and syna-
gogues have a continuing task while we urge
our government to disengage itself from a
disgraceful commitment. We must continue
to raise our voices if our nation persists in
its perverse ways in Vietnam. We must be
prepared to match actions with words by
seeking out every creative means of protest
possible. [. . .]
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The war in Vietnam is but a symptom of a
far deeper malady within the American spir-
it, and if we ignore this sobering reality we
will find ourselves organizing clergy- and
laymen-concerned committees for the next
generation. They will be concerned about
Guatemala and Peru. They will be concerned
about Thailand and Cambodia. They will be
concerned about Mozambique and South Af-
rica. We will be marching for these and a
dozen other names and attending rallies
without end unless there is a significant and
profound change in American life and policy.
Such thoughts take us beyond Vietnam, but
not beyond our calling as sons of the living
God.

In 1957 a sensitive American official over-
seas said that it seemed to him that our na-
tion was on the wrong side of a world revolu-
tion. During the past ten years we have seen
emerge a pattern of suppression which now
has justified the presence of U.S. military
“advisors’ in Venezuela. This need to main-
tain social stability for our investments ac-
counts for the counter-revolutionary action
of American forces in Guatemala. It tells
why American helicopters are being used
against guerrillas in Colombia and why
American napalm and green beret forces
have already been active against rebels in
Peru. It is with such activity in mind that
the words of the late John F. Kennedy come
back to haunt us. Five years ago he said,
“Those who make peaceful revolution impos-
sible will make violent revolution inevi-
table.” [. . .]

I am convinced that if we are to get on the
right side of the world revolution, we as a
nation must undergo a radical revolution of
values. We must rapidly begin the shift from
a ‘‘thing-oriented’ society to a ‘‘person-ori-
ented” society. When machines and com-
puters, profit motives and property rights
are considered more important than people,
the giant triplets of racism, materialism,
and militarism are incapable of being con-
quered.

A true revolution of values will soon cause
us to question the fairness and justice of
many of our past and present policies. [. . .]
A true revolution of values will soon look
uneasily on the glaring contrast of poverty
and wealth. With righteous indignation, it
will look across the seas and see individual
capitalists of the West investing huge sums
of money in Asia, Africa and South America,
only to take the profits out with no concern
for the social betterment of the countries,
and say: “This is not just.” It will look at
our alliance with the landed gentry of Latin
America and say: “This is not just.”” The
Western arrogance of feeling that it has ev-
erything to teach others and nothing to
learn from them is not just. [. . .]

We must move past indecision to action.
We must find new ways to speak for peace in
Vietnam and justice throughout the devel-
oping world—a world that borders on our
doors. If we do not act we shall surely be
dragged down the long dark and shameful
corridors of time reserved for those who pos-
sess power without compassion, might with-
out morality, and strength without sight.

Now let us begin. Now let us rededicate
ourselves to the long and bitter—but beau-
tiful—struggle for a new world. This is the
calling of the sons of God, and our brothers
wait eagerly for our response. Shall we say
the odds are too great? Shall we tell them
the struggle is too hard? Will our message be
that the forces of American life militate
against their arrival as full men, and we send
our deepest regrets? Or will there be another
message, of longing, of hope, of solidarity
with their yearnings, of commitment to
their cause, whatever the cost? The choice is
ours, and though we might prefer it other-
wise we must choose in this crucial moment
of human history.
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IN HONOR OF DANNY H. CAMERON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Danny H. Cameron,
respected businessman, community advocate,
dedicated family man, and friend and mentor
to countless, as he is honored as the Black
Professional of The Year by the Black Profes-
sionals Association Charitable Foundation in
Cleveland, Ohio.

Since its inception in 1982, Mr. Cameron
has led the National City Community Develop-
ment Center (NCCDC) as its President and
Executive Director. In this capacity, he has
carried out the mission of the NCCDC with
great focus, vision, and dedication, aimed at
uplifting the residential and commercial as-
pects of our Cleveland neighborhoods. Under
his direction, the National City Community De-
velopment Center has extended into the com-
munities of six states. The astounding
achievements of Mr. Cameron and the
NCCDC include investments of nearly 400 mil-
lion dollars into the construction, renovation
and preservation of homes in Cleveland and
other cities, resulting in 39,000 affordable
housing units for low and middle-income fami-
lies and individuals. Amazingly, because of the
direction of Mr. Cameron, more than ninety
percent of new housing in Cleveland grew out
of NCCDC investments.

In addition to his professional accomplish-
ments, Mr. Cameron has been a deeply com-
mitted community volunteer. He has created
programs for area high school students that
encourage learning and growth in the areas of
computer technology, and has developed
funds that provide college scholarships to area
youth. Mr. Cameron has also committed his
time, service and expertise on the boards and
commissions of many worthy civic and com-
munity agencies.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor of Mr. Danny H. Cameron, as we rec-
ognize his significant contribution to our com-
munity. His work, expertise and dedication
have served to improve and unify our diverse
citizenry. Mr. Cameron’s strong leadership
abilities, vision, and passion for social and
economic justice for all have earned him the
deep admiration and respect of the Cleveland
community and communities beyond. Mr.
Cameron’s gift of service to others raises the
spirit of families, strengthens the unity of inner
city streets, and provides a window of light
and hope in our neighborhoods by illuminating
our corner of the universe, one family, one
house, and one street corner at a time.

————

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF SEAMUS CONNOLLY

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it
is my privilege to enter into the RECORD today
these remarks to acknowledge the accom-
plishments of Seamus Connolly. He is the Di-
rector of the Boston College Irish Studies
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Music, Song, and Dance Program. Mr.
Connolly is an established Irish Fiddler and
Gaelic musician, and his great success and
technical precision in competitions in the '60s
were extremely influential in setting a high
standard of craft for today’s players. Mr.
Connolly first came to the United States in
1972 as a member of the first Comhaltas
Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE) tour. After immigrating
to the United States in 1976, Mr. Connolly set-
tled in Groton, Massachusetts, and entered
into the realm of teaching to extend his knowl-
edge of music at the request of Larry Rey-
nolds, President of the local branch of CCE.
His presence and committed teaching in Bos-
ton is influential throughout the East Coast,
making it a badge of honor for the area’s mu-
sicians to have a tune from Mr. Connolly, and
his work with the Gaelic Roots Summer Pro-
gram at Boston College makes the tradition
accessible to an ever broadening circle.

In 1993, Mr. Connolly began the Gaelic
Roots Summer Program as an indoor festival,
which has progressed into an array of work-
shops, exhibitions, classes, and a concert se-
ries. In addition to his teaching, Mr. Connolly
is a recipient of the Irish Echo Traditional Art-
ist of the Year Award for 2002, and a ten-time
winner of the Irish National Championship. He
has produced numerous recordings, and a
132—page book with more than 50 Irish tunes
and collaborations with other artists. Mr.
Connolly has had the honor of representing
Ireland on three “Masters of the Folk Violin”
tours organized by the National Council for the
Traditional Arts. In 1990, he won a Massachu-
setts Cultural Council Fellowship Award, one
of three recipients from over 2,500 applicants.
Also, Mr. Connolly appeared on the nationally
televised “Today Show” and was profiled by
Boston's WCVB-TV5 “Chronicle Program.”
He initiated, produced and cohosted with Larry
Reynolds Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann’s ongo-
ing weekly radio program of traditional Irish
music on WNTN-1550 AM Boston. He also
co-hosted the Irish segments of Boston’s
WGBH National Public Radio series “Eth-
nicity.”

Mr. Speaker, it is with great appreciation
and gratitude for Mr. Connolly’s dedication and
leadership to Irish music that | ask he be rec-
ognized. Mr. Connolly possesses the intel-
ligence and poise of an excellent fiddle player,
and graciously extends his talent to the com-
munity.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 92ND BIRTHDAY
OF RONALD REAGAN

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | want to first wish
former President Reagan and his wife well on
his birthday and my thoughts and prayers are
with them as he deals with the terrible disease
of Alzheimer's. While | support those provi-
sions in H.J. Res. 19, the bill went well be-
yond a simple birthday wish. | could not in
good faith cast a vote for a bill that stated that
the Reagan Administration ensured renewed
economic prosperity when millions of Ameri-
cans were hurt by its economic policies.
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RECOGNITION OF RAYMOND LANG
HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a great man who passed away
on January 30th, 2003. Mr. Raymond K. Lang
led a life of service both to his country and to
his community. He served in the Air Force for
four years, reaching the rank of sergeant, and
was also a member of the Rhode Island Air
National Guard's 143rd Arial Port Squadron
for twenty years, retiring in April 2002 at the
rank of master sergeant.

In 2001, he received an associate’s degree
in computer science from the Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island, and until his untimely
death, he worked diligently as a project leader
in the information technology department at
the Wolverine Joining Tube Company. He was
an active member of the Asbury United Meth-
odist Church and a committed volunteer for
Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Lang is survived by a wife, Debra Jean
Lang; two sons, Peter R. and Ryan C. Lang;
two brothers, John J. Lang Jr. and James E.
Lang; and one sister, Lorena M. Zisk. They
are a testament to his wonderful and giving
life. He will be greatly missed and our
thoughts and prayers go out to all those who
mourn his loss. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

BAIT AND SWITCH
HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Mr. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing article to be included in the RECORD:
[From The New York Times, Jan. 30, 2003]
BAIT AND SWITCH
(By Bob Herbert)

President Bush has learned how to deliver
a moving speech. But Tuesday night’s State
of the Union Message did not address the
most important question facing the Amer-
ican people: What kind of nation are we be-
coming?

The president spoke passionately about
bringing ‘““food and medicines and supplies
and freedom’ to the lraqgi people. But he is
leading a hard-right administration here at
home that is seriously eroding the economic
security, the access to health care, the civil
rights and civil liberties and the environ-
mental protections of the American people.
The first part of the president’s speech was
crafted to create exactly the opposite im-
pression. He promised an economy ‘“that
grows fast enough to employ every man and
woman who seeks a job.”” He proposed a pre-
scription drug benefit for some retirees. And
he said he was ready to commit $1.2 billion
to research into environmentally friendly
hydrogen-powered automobiles.

But those were largely bait-and-switch
proposals. Despite rising unemployment, the
president’s plan for the economy was simply
a continuation of his tax-cut mania. There
was nothing in the way of a job-creation pro-
gram or a real economic stimulus. And there
was absolutely zero help offered to the states
and local governments whose budgetary
knees are buckling under the weight of their
worst fiscal crisis since World War I1.
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The president’s prescription drug benefit,
tempting at first glance, is tied to a restruc-
turing of Medicare that will curtail, not en-
hance, the delivery of health services to the
elderly. It was designed to look like an act of
compassion. It’s not.

The hydrogen cars initiative was a particu-
larly deft touch for a president who has been
hammered for his environmental policies.
Hydrogen-powered autos could make a dif-
ference in the long term, say 20 or 30 years
from now, or more. But what is much more
significant is that Mr. Bush has stood like a
rock with the opponents of increased fuel ef-
ficiency for the cars we’re driving right now.
The payoff for immediately improving vehi-
cle fuel economy would be huge. In addition
to saving money for motorists, it would cut
pollution, curtail our contribution to the
greenhouse effect and reduce our dependence
on foreign oil.

We heard nothing about that in the speech.

The Bush administration is changing the
nation in fundamental ways. However one
feels about a U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, over
the long term a bullying, go-it-alone foreign
policy wedded to a militar